Ending homelessness one family at a time

The Net

The Story of
Holly Wood

Things began to fall apart for Holly Wood
around Christmas time. It shouldn’t have, for
Holly had everything going for her: more than
two decades in the workforce, a college degree,
a positive attitude and loving 8-year-old daugh-
ter.

“Then I got sick,” she said. “And when I got
out of the hospital, I lost my job and couldn’t
find another one. In Florida, there are no jobs
to be found.”

Her savings dwindled, her daily structure
collapsed. Packing everything she owned into
her truck, she and her daughter Faith drove all
day to Atlanta, and then onto Chattanooga,
where a friend made extra room in her tiny
apartment for the desperate pair.

“Then the landlord found out we were
sleeping on her couch,” Holly said. “He told my
friend that if she didn’t kick us out, we were all
going to be homeless. He would kick us all out.”

Running out of all options, Mary Rodriguez
at the Homeless Health Care Clinic introduced
her to someone Holly says saved her life: “Mrs.
Mildred at Interfaith Homeless Network.”

A publication of %

Spring 2010

Interfaith
Homeless
Network

[ An Affiliate of Family Promise® |

Ruth Votava
town,” said Holly, who has 22 years of account-
ing work. “And I love it, and the people there
are great.”

On March 25, the Woods moved into tran-
sitional housing on East 11th Street. “It is a
wonderful apartment for us. We are comfort-
able, Faith has her own room, and she is ec-
static. We are home and safe. Without IHN, I'd
be homeless and in tears, on the verge of col-
lapse. We would be on the streets.”

“At IHN, It Felt Like We Were Finally Home”

Within hours, Holly and Faith were ac-
cepted into the IHN program, and given refuge
at the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Col-
legedale.

“It felt like we were finally home,” Holly
said. “It was amazing. The people were amaz-
ing. They went above and beyond to help me
and my daughter.”

Holly eventually found work, and her
daughter — an honor roll student in Florida —
maintained her excellent grades at her new
school, Brown Academy. “She loves it there.
She’s got great friends and was back on the
honor roll in two days.

“And an THN volunteer referred me to a job
at the Johnson Group, a marketing firm down-

Additionally, Holly is continuing her online
work towards a masters degree in Psychology.
She is quick to point out the false stereotypes
that exist towards homeless people.

“T've got a degree and experience. Some
places didn’t want to hire me because they said
I had too much experience. People need to
change their misconceptions of who the home-
less are. Nowadays, there are more and more
children, and more families who just can’t find
any work,” she said. “My first paper this semes-
ter will be about homelessness and life spans,
and focus on the populations of children and
the elderly among the homeless.”

And along with being a mother, student
and employee, Holly also has another goal in
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From the Director

HO”y Wood (cont.)

life: to help IHN in any way she can.

“There are families out there who need to know about this.
There are churches out there that need to join, and people who
can help. Without IHN, I don’t know where I'd be. All I can say
is thank you, thank you, thank you.”
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1184 Baldwin Street
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Phone: 423.756.3891
Email: ihngctn@aol.com
www.ihnchattanooga.org

Please send us your email address so we
may keep you up-to-date on the latest
happenings with IHN!




